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SOCIAL NETWORKING CAUSES A STIR AT MEADOWHALL

A Meadowhall shopper who suggested that one deserving employee should turn on the Christmas Lights at Yorkshire’s favourite shopping centre has now launched an official competition with the Centre to find the 2010 Meadowhall Christmas champion. 

Sam Owen’s Facebook campaign to see Glenn Brookes, a worker at Daily News in Meadowhall, turn on the highly acclaimed Meadowhall Christmas Lights in tribute to his friendly nature and outstanding contribution in the Centre was followed by more than 2,500 facebook members! The surprising popularity has started a wider search to find the first member of the public to switch on the Christmas lights with the special celebrity guest.

Sam Owen commented: “I was blown away with the popularity of my Facebook campaign to see Glenn turn on the Christmas lights at Meadowhall. And I’m delighted to have inspired the region’s premier Shopping Centre to launch an official campaign to find the first member of the public to join the celebrity in turning on this year’s Christmas lights.” 

The competition which was launched on BBC Radio Sheffield at the beginning of July requires members of the public to join the Meadowhall Official Facebook Fan Page and vote for their ‘Meadowhall Hero’ . The individual that receives the most votes will win the opportunity to be on stage with this year’s celebrity turning on the Christmas lights.

The Meadowhall Christmas Light Switch On has attracted the great and the good over the years; in 2009 the Centre saw Britain’s Got Talent winner’s Diversity switch on the lights and in 2008 Vernon Kay pushed the switch in front of the crowds. This year Meadowhall are keeping fans guessing as they celebrate Christmas with a completely new, exciting and not to be missed event.

Marketing Director at Meadowhall, Richard Pinfold commented: ‘“Sam’s quest to see Glenn turn on the Christmas lights generated so much support and interest that we were inspired to launch an official campaign to allow our shoppers to vote for the 2010 Meadowhall Christmas champion. People like Glenn deserve recognition and reward for their hard work and make Meadowhall the place that people know and love.”

To vote for your Meadowhall Hero join the Official Meadowhall Fan Page and cast your vote on the discussion page. 

-Ends-

For more information, interviews or to arrange photography, please contact Sophie Palin at : sophie@mkthingshappen  or alternatively call: 0114 275 6784.

Notes to Editor:

· To  follow Meadowhall on Facebook search The Official Meadowhall Fan Page and like.

· Set on the edge of the UK’s fourth largest city, Yorkshire’s iconic Meadowhall Shopping Centre attracts over 25 million visitors each year. Housing over 280 stores, many of them flagship, 50 places to eat, an 11 screen Cinema, 12,000 free car parking spaces and a transport interchange, Meadowhall is Yorkshire’s premier shopping centre.   

· Home to a huge array of international shops and designers such as Hobbs, Karen Millen, Hollister, French Connection, Hugo Boss, All Saints, Austin Reed, Jaeger, Kurt Geiger, Ted Baker, Hotel Chocolat and the new arrival of Lipsy, Firetrap and Links of London in House of Fraser, Meadowhall is always ahead of the fashion pack and full to the brim with the latest fashion trends. 

· The entertainment centre includes The Oasis Food Court, with a large range of restaurants and food outlets including Zizzi, Nandos, Pizza Express, Frankie and Bennys, Handmade Burger Company and the new Mexican restaurant Chillango plus on the mall there is the delicious YO! Sushi. The entertainment centre also houses The Vue, an 11 screen cinema which showcases the latest releases and includes a 3D screen. 

· Meadowhall is a responsible business and was the first UK Shopping Centre to develop an onsite Resource and Recovery Centre (RRC), which sorts, separates and sends material for recycling. In 2006 Meadowhall invested in a rainwater harvesting system which now supplies non-drinking water to the centre and its landscape. Meadowhall also become the first shopping centre in the UK and the first location in Sheffield to install electric car charging points. 

· Visit  www.meadowhall.co.uk for further information. 
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