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Press Release

July 2010


Yorkshire’s Sport Stars Descend on Meadowhall

With childhood obesity at an all time high and the end of school approaching, experts are urging parents to stop children spending their summer holidays playing computer games.  With initiatives such as Change4Life dominating the media, as the government attempt to tackle the obesity issue,  Meadowhall Shopping Centre and Hallam FM have teamed up to make sure Yorkshire’s children have no excuses for getting active this summer.
Some of the region’s biggest sports stars will be giving up their time to offer a week of FREE workshops aimed at getting the kids exercising this summer.  Sheffield Wednesday and Sheffield United will be warming up for the start of the football season by hosting football classes at the Hallam FM and Meadowhall Talent Academy, while Britain’s Got Talent finalists Strike will also be offering martial arts classes to get the kids karate chopping their way to success. This is the first of five weeks of activity, which includes Music, Fashion,  Dance and Media themed workshops
Marketing Director at Meadowhall Shopping centre, Richard Pinfold commented:  “All parents know that their children shouldn’t spend the majority of their summer holidays in front of a TV screen but finding things for the kids to do at a reasonable cost can be a challenge.  This is one of the reasons we have set up our Talent Academy – parents can bring their children along to take part in fun and educational activities at absolutely no cost!”
Sheffield United Manager, Kevin Blackwell added:  “It is great to be involved in the Hallam FM & Meadowhall Talent Academy- I think it’s incredibly important that our younger generation have a solid understanding of nutrition and fitness. We expect that demand for the workshops will be extremely high, with kids queuing up to take advice from their football idols. Who knows, we may just find a football star in the making!”

The Meadowhall and Hallam FM Talent Academy Sports Week runs between 26th – 30th July. The Academy has specific age restrictions and rules regarding children’s welfare – for further information and to book go to www.meadowhall.co.uk.  
***ENDS***

Notes to Editors: 

The Remaining  Line Up

Week 2- Music

Harmony Music School will be helping budding junior musicians as they host workshops to suit a variety of music tastes. Your child could be strumming a guitar, flexing their vocal chords, spinning the decks or even trying their hand at music production.

Week 3- Theatre and Dance

In the third week City Limits dance school and Excel dance school will be giving classes in hip-hop, ballroom, Latin, freestyle, rock and Roll and street dance. The award winning ‘Babyballet’ will offer something for your little tots and the Fusion Youth Theatre will also be running workshops that will incorporate musical movement, physical theatre, script writing and improvisation.

Week 4- Fashion

We are calling out to all mini Stella McCartney’s when they give children the chance to design their own outfit and customise clothes to recreate some key fashion looks.

Week 5- Media

Children will be given the chance to learn about everything from TV production to journalism to presenting, when Meadowhall Television and Hallam FM run their interactive media workshops to help participants understand what goes on behind the scenes as well in front of the camera.
· Set on the edge of the UK’s fourth largest city, Yorkshire’s iconic Meadowhall Shopping Centre attracts over 25 million visitors each year. Housing over 280 stores, many of them flagship, 50 places to eat, an 11 screen Cinema, 12,000 free car parking spaces and a transport interchange, Meadowhall is Yorkshire’s premier shopping centre.   
· Home to a huge array of international shops and designers such as Hobbs, Karen Millen, Hollister, French Connection, Hugo Boss, All Saints, Austin Reed, Jaeger, Kurt Geiger, Ted Baker, Hotel Chocolat and the new arrival of Lipsy, Firetrap and Links of London in House of Fraser, Meadowhall is always ahead of the fashion pack and full to the brim with the latest fashion trends.  

· The entertainment centre includes The Oasis Food Court, with a large range of restaurants and food outlets including Zizzi, Nandos, Pizza Express, Frankie and Bennys, Handmade Burger Company and the new Mexican restaurant Chillango plus on the mall there is the delicious YO! Sushi. The entertainment centre also houses The Vue, an 11 screen cinema which showcases the latest releases and includes a 3D screen. 

· Meadowhall is a responsible business and was the first UK Shopping Centre to develop an onsite Resource and Recovery Centre (RRC), which sorts, separates and sends material for recycling. In 2006 Meadowhall invested in a rainwater harvesting system which now supplies non-drinking water to the centre and its landscape. Meadowhall also become the first shopping centre in the UK and the first location in Sheffield to install electric car charging points. 

· Visit  www.meadowhall.co.uk for further information. 
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