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Meadowhall hosts free dance and theatre workshops as interest in TV talent shows soars



Children of all ages are being asked to slip on their dancing shoes, grab a mike and take to the stage at Meadowhall Shopping Centre in Sheffield next week (9-13 August 2010) as the region’s premier shopping centre and Hallam FM host a range of free dance, drama and singing workshops to help children realise their star potential.

The workshops are part of Meadowhall and Hallam FM’s Summer Talent Academy, a FREE five week-long event, featuring activities in fashion design, media, martial arts and sport, all aimed at encouraging children to discover their hidden talents.

The workshops follow the news that bored youngsters cost South Yorkshire Fire Service £1.2 million dealing with arson attacks over the summer holidays last year, with fire chiefs fearful of similar costs this year. In a bid to avoid this, the dance and theatre workshops offer children the chance to stay occupied, off the streets and out of trouble over the summer, while drawing on the soaring popularity of talent shows such as the X Factor, Strictly Come Dancing and So You Think You Can Dance. 

Youngsters who wish to take part in the dance and theatre workshops can have a go at learning some new moves in Street Dance, Rock ‘n’ Roll, Hip Hop, Popping and Locking, ballroom and even cheerleading, with the help of Excel Dance and City Limits Dance School. The award winning babyballet sessions will also be on offer throughout the week to keep your little tots happy. 

Wannabe actors, actresses and singers can try their hand at theatre workshops held by Fusion Youth Theatre, where they can learn more about drama, dance and singing. In addition, budding Stephen Spielberg’s will be offered the chance to find out more about script writing, as well as improvisation and physical movement.


Richard Pinfold, Marketing Director at Meadowhall Shopping Centre said:
“We are keen to make sure children are kept busy and stay out of trouble over the summer holidays, so we are thrilled to be working with Excel Dance, City Limits Dance School, babyballet and Fusion Youth Theatre, to give youngsters something entertaining, creative and different to enjoy over the coming weeks.  

“The workshops offer a varied range of dance classes and theatre activities, so there is something for everyone, allowing all children the chance to show off their star potential.”

Alex Caley, Marketing and Events Manager for Hallam FM commented: “We are really pleased to be involved in something that offers local youngsters the chance to keep off the streets over the summer, while learning new skills.  Offering such a varied range of free dance, theatre and singing workshops for kids will be a great chance for them to discover an interest in something new, while having a great time and making new friends.”

The third week of the Talent Academy starts on Monday 9th August with workshops beginning at 10am. The workshops will consist of: dancing, theatre, script writing, character creation and improvisation.

For more details and to book for free please visit: www.meadowhall.co.uk .



-Ends-

For more information, interviews or to arrange photography, please contact Sophie Palin at : sophie@mkthingshappen  or alternatively call: 0114 275 6784.

Notes to Editor:

· To  follow Meadowhall on Facebook search The Official Meadowhall Fan Page and like.

· Set on the edge of the UK’s fourth largest city, Yorkshire’s iconic Meadowhall Shopping Centre attracts over 25 million visitors each year. Housing over 280 stores, many of them flagship, 50 places to eat, an 11 screen Cinema, 12,000 free car parking spaces and a transport interchange, Meadowhall is Yorkshire’s premier shopping centre.   

· Home to a huge array of international shops and designers such as Hobbs, Karen Millen, Hollister, French Connection, Hugo Boss, All Saints, Austin Reed, Jaeger, Kurt Geiger, Ted Baker, Hotel Chocolat and the new arrival of Lipsy, Firetrap and Links of London in House of Fraser, Meadowhall is always ahead of the fashion pack and full to the brim with the latest fashion trends. 

· The entertainment centre includes The Oasis Food Court, with a large range of restaurants and food outlets including Zizzi, Nandos, Pizza Express, Frankie and Bennys, Handmade Burger Company and the new Mexican restaurant Chillango plus on the mall there is the delicious YO! Sushi. The entertainment centre also houses The Vue, an 11 screen cinema which showcases the latest releases and includes a 3D screen. 

· Meadowhall is a responsible business and was the first UK Shopping Centre to develop an onsite Resource and Recovery Centre (RRC), which sorts, separates and sends material for recycling. In 2006 Meadowhall invested in a rainwater harvesting system which now supplies non-drinking water to the centre and its landscape. Meadowhall also become the first shopping centre in the UK and the first location in Sheffield to install electric car charging points. 

· Visit  www.meadowhall.co.uk for further information. 
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