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Meadowhall and Hallam FM Open The Door For Young Yorkshire Talent
Meadowhall, the regions premier shopping centre and the award-winning Hallam FM are calling out to children throughout the region to realise their hidden talents this summer as they team up to launch Yorkshire’s first ever Talent Academy. 
Following a recent survey by 4Children Charity which revealed that as many as 80% of children are bored during the summer holidays, Hallam FM and Meadowhall decided to team up with a range of organisations from across Yorkshire to create the talent academy, set to be a show-stopping schedule of free workshops for children of all ages over the summer. 
Within Meadowhall Centre, the Talent Academy will open its doors on 26th July to host five weeks of themed workshops, organised by Hallam FM. Children can try their hands at anything from martial arts to fashion design and TV presenting with the help of local organisations, experts and celebs from around the region. 
Richard Pinfold, Marketing Director at Meadowhall Shopping Centre commented: 
‘’We are thrilled to be hosting the Meadowhall and Hallam FM Talent Academy as it presents a window of opportunity for our younger generation, giving them access to activities and skills that may have been previously inaccessible through schools or private classes. The specially designed workshops allow children to trial a range of activities and then judge which one they might like to pursue in the future’’.
He continues: ‘’Yorkshire is going to be a very popular staycation destination this summer as families find that they cannot afford to travel abroad . We are offering the perfect opportunity for families to pursue all the activities that interest them without the hefty price tag’’. 
The first week of the Meadowhall Talent Academy, will get off to a flying start when Britain’s Got Talent finalists Strike will be in Centre to showcase their martial arts skills and give classes on how to become a karate champion. They will be followed by local football stars from Sheffield Wednesday and Sheffield United who will hold training sessions with participants to get them match fit.
Alex Caley, Marketing and Promotions Manager at Hallam FM said: 
“Our listeners are great at telling us what they want, and over the summer holidays it’s definitely giving them ideas of things to do with the kids that aren’t going to cost them any money! Hallam FM ‘s launch of the Talent Academy with Meadowhall is such a great project. We are so pleased to be involved in something that gives local children an opportunity to be trying out so many different skills workshops.. and it’s all for free! We’re really looking forward to it, it should be lots of fun!” 
The Line Up
Week 1- Sport
Whether it’s kicking a ball or karate chopping that gets your child excited, there is sure to be something to interest them in this full week devoted to sport, with appearances and classes from Strike and the Sheffield Wednesday & United Football Teams.
Week 2- Music
Harmony Music School will be helping budding junior musicians as they host workshops to suit a variety of music tastes. Your child could be strumming a guitar, flexing their vocal chords, spinning the decks or even trying their hand at music production.
Week 3- Theatre and Dance
In the third week City Limits dance school and Excel dance school will be giving classes in hip-hop, ballroom, Latin, freestyle, rock and Roll and street dance. The award winning ‘babyballet’ will offer something for your little tots and the Fusion Youth Theatre will also be running workshops that will incorporate musical movement, physical theatre, script writing and improvisation.
Week 4- Fashion
We are calling out to all mini Stella Mcartney’s when they give children the chance to design their own outfit and customise clothes to recreate some key fashion looks.
Week 5- Media
Children will be given the chance to learn about everything from TV production to journalism to presenting, when Meadowhall Television and Hallam FM run their interactive media workshops to help participants understand what goes on behind the scenes as well in front of the camera.
The Meadowhall and Hallam FM Talent Academy will run for five weeks from 26th July- 27th August. The Academy has specific age restrictions and rules re children’s welfare – for further information and to register your interest now, send a message to talent@meadowhall.co.uk.  
-Ends-
Notes to Editors:


Meadowhall is the region’s premier shopping centre and home to 280 leading UK and international stores, many of which are flagships, including Office, Superdry, Links of London, Hobbs, Karen Millen, Hollister, French Connection, Hugo Boss, All Saints, Austin Reed, Jaeger, Kurt Geiger, Ted Baker, Hotel Chocolat, Lipsy, Firetrap and Aldo (from May 2010). These highly desirable brands secure Meadowhall’s reputation as the leading fashion destination, delivering exclusive on-trend style.

As a trend-setting destination, Meadowhall is also home to internationally renowned Fish Spa, Appy Feet - the first of its kind in the UK making Meadowhall the flagship for this acclaimed treatment.

Meadowhall also boasts 30 restaurants, an 11 screen cinema and 12,000 free parking spaces.

Meadowhall Centre enjoys excellent transport links with the Meadowhall Passenger Transport Interchange (PTI) which has facilities for local and regional bus, train and Supertram services that run throughout the day.

The entertainment centre includes The Oasis Food Court, with a large range of restaurants and food outlets including Zizzi, Nandos, Pizza Express, Frankie & Bennys, Handmade Burger Company and the new Mexican restaurant Chilango. Plus there is the delicious YO! Sushi on the mall. 

Meadowhall engages celebrities and international media with its choice of brands and the latest products. 

Meadowhall is a responsible business and was the first UK Shopping Centre to develop an onsite Resource and Recovery Centre (RRC), which sorts, separates and sends material for recycling. In 2006 Meadowhall invested in a rainwater harvesting system which now supplies non-drinking water to the centre and its landscape. Meadowhall also become the first shopping centre in the UK and the first location in Sheffield to install electric car charging points. 

Situated on the outskirts of Sheffield, the UK’s fourth largest city Meadowhall is owned by British Land and London Stamford Investments. The building footprint occupies 1,260,000 sq ft (117,000 sq m). The centre has an annual footfall of 25 million. 

Meadowhall will celebrate its 20th birthday on 4th September, 2010. 
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