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CALL TO SHEFFIELD BUSINESSES - SIGN UP AND SWITCH OFF

Sheffield City Council is calling for local businesses to be part of a massive global event this year to help tackle climate change. On Saturday the 27th of March thousands of companies across the world will join millions of residents in switching off non-essential lighting to support WWF’s Earth Hour. 

In our city, the iconic Meadowhall dome, Sheffield Town Hall, Sheffield Wheel and the Peace Gardens will be switching off their lights for one hour between 8:30pm and 9:30pm. The global switch off will also include landmarks such as Golden Gate Bridge, Sydney Opera House, London Eye, Table Mountain and Taipei 101. 

Coca-Cola will be switching off their legendary neon sign lights in London's Piccadilly Circus, for only the fourth time since the second world war. HSBC’s UK head office (8 Canada Square in London’s Docklands) will be plunged into darkness for one hour to support WWF’s Earth Hour climate change campaign.
Darren Pearce, Meadowhall Centre Director, commented: “Businesses, communities and individuals alike all have a responsibility for our planet. Meadowhall has been actively involved in energy efficiency initiatives since 1992; indeed we were the first shopping centre to establish a Green Action Plan.  We are proud to be taking part in Earth Hour 2010, and I hope that our actions encourage others to think about what they we can do to reduce energy use.”
Earth Hour began in Sydney, Australia when 2.2 million homes and businesses turned off their lights for an hour to make their stand against climate change. Since then it has become a global movement and last year hundreds of millions took part in over 4000 cities in 88 countries. This year the aim is to get 1 billion people to switch off their lights for one hour as a global call for every individual, business, and community to get involved and lead the way to a sustainable future.

Sheffield businesses can show their support and sign up through the website sheffieldismyplanet.co.uk or earthhour.wwf.org.uk. Sheffield Is My Planet is a council initiative set up to provide information, help and advice needed to make a positive difference to the city and the environment. By signing up and switching off for Earth Hour on the 27th of March, businesses can give a visible demonstration that they care about climate change and show that Sheffield is a city of climate change champions. 
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Sheffield Is My Planet:
Sheffield Is My Planet is a public information campaign that aims to raise awareness of climate change, reduce the city’s carbon footprint and support the movement towards climate adaptation. Sheffield Is My Planet is delivered in partnership by Sheffield City Council and the Sheffield First Environment Partnership. For more information visit www.sheffieldismyplanet.co.uk.
About Earth Hour
Earth Hour is a global WWF climate change initiative. Individuals, businesses, governments and communities are invited to turn out their lights for one hour on Saturday March 27, 2010 at 8:30 PM to show their support for action on climate change. The event began in Sydney in 2007, when 2 million people switched off their lights. In 2008, more than 50 million people around the globe participated. In 2009, Earth Hour reached 1 billion people in 4,088 cities and towns in 88 countries making it the largest public demonstration for action on climate change eve
Current Earth Hour Global Social Media Profiles

YouTube: http://www.youtube.com/earthhour2009

Facebook Group: http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=2235111402&ref=mf

Facebook Fans: http://www.facebook.com/pages/Earth-Hour/6867084435?ref=mf

MySpace: http://www.myspace.com/earthhour

Flickr Photostream: http://www.flickr.com/photos/earthhour_global

Twitter: http://twitter.com/earthhour

